Introduction
The beetle family Phalacridae, commonly known as shining mold beetles or shining flower beetles, is a moderatesized family within the superfamily Cucujoidea. Species occur nearly worldwide in terrestrial environments. Prior to this study, the group included approximately 635 described species and 52 described genera (see Lawrence et al. 2010 for a generic summary). The family reaches its peak species diversity in tropical regions, and a significant but less diverse fauna occurs in temperate regions. Members are totally absent from polar regions, and appear to be absent from much of the Pacific island region and the most isolated islands of the other oceans. No native species are known from New Zealand or Chile, but at least one introduced species is established in the former (Thompson and Marshall 1980) . Based on the few published accounts and personal observations, most members of the family feed on fungi, but a significant number are palynophagous (pollen-feeding) on angiosperm flowers, and at least one species (newly described herein) likely feeds on cycad pollen.
The Phalacridae are a morphologically well-defined group, but among the most poorly known beetles taxonomically. Most species are unidentifiable outside of Europe, and genera have been virtually unidentifiable outside of the Holarctic region using existing literature.
